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victions into every cause he took up. His emotion in politics was un- 
intelligible and repellent to Gathorne Hardy, who writes in his diary 
again and again of Gladstone as " full of wrath and opposition ", of 
his " explosions of passion and temper ", his " white rage ", his lack of 
conciliation, his " outbursts of virulence and folly ". With tempera- 
ments and opinions so opposed, Gathorne Hardy and Gladstone in their 
lives present the opposite sides of the shield in every controversy in 
English politics during the latter half of the nineteenth century, and 
these volumes, however inferior to the masterly work of Morley in 
literary merit, will be received by the student with a welcome almost as 
eager as that accorded to the Life of Gladstone some seven years ago. 

A. G. P. 

The Kulturkampf: an Essay. By Gordon Boyce Thompson, M.A., 
with a Prefatory Note by George M. Wrong, M.A., Professor 
of History in the University of Toronto. (Toronto: The Mac- 
millan Company of Canada. 1909. Pp. vii, 141.) 
Criticism is disarmed and the reviewer is compelled to sheath his 
scalpel by the circumstances attendant upon the preparation and the 
publication of this essay. As the brief prefatory note states, the author, 
a young man of twenty-three, had taken the degree of Bachelor of 
Arts in the University of Toronto in 1907, and had gone to Berlin in 
order that he might prepare a thesis for submission with a view to se- 
curing the degree of Master of Arts. 

With no previous knowledge of German, the young man spent the 
winter of 1907-1908 in the imperial capital, mastering the language 
and gathering the material of which this little volume is the fruit. 
" Shortly after the essay was despatched to Canada for examination, 
its young author was seized with illness, and he died in BerHn on July 
I, 1908." The book was prepared for the press by a friend in the 
Toronto faculty. 

Disquieted, as were many of the leading statesmen of Europe, by 
the Dogma of Infallibility enacted by the Oecumenical Council of 
July 18, 1870, Bismarck saw in this attempt to restore the power of the 
pope a subtle attack on the newly organized German Empire. Both the 
attitude and the acts of Bismarck provoked a fear in the minds of 
numerous ecclesiastically minded Germans lest the Church might suffer 
in the general reorganization of Germany. This fear, fostered by 
many of the bishops, resulted in the return to the Reichstag of a group 
of men who were informed by the same spirit of loyalty to Church 
interests. At the outset, " there was no intention of building up an 
Ultramontane fraction in the House, although the idea of a Catholic 
party was by no means new." Out of this group, however, by the logic 
of events, the Clerical party finally emerged, and aligned itself strongly 
against Bismarck and all his works. 

" Bismarck always insisted that the struggle, although waged against 
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the church, was not religious, but political." At all events, he regarded 
the formation of a confessional party as a direct challenge, and he met 
it by open war. 

From the first movement in the long struggle, the abolition of the 
Catholic Section in the Department of Public Worship, through all the 
subsequent measures of repression — the " Falk Laws ", the law abolish- 
ing Church grants, and the so-called " Cloister Laws " — Bismarck found 
himself confronted by a steadily growing '' Centrum ". 

" The great mistake which the State made was in the choice of its 
weapons." The " Falk Laws " proved in practice quite incapable of 
accomplishing their ends. It was also a tactical error to concentrate 
opposition on the part of the Poles and Nationalists and to unite them 
with the whole body of German Catholics. 

Seeing the weakness of drastic legislation and being relieved from 
the tension by the removal of Falk and the accession of Leo XIIL, Bis- 
marck began to prepare for peace. This was made the more impera- 
tive by a shifting of the attitude of Bismarck's allies in the Reichstag. 
One by one the harsh measures were rescinded, and ultimately Bis- 
marck was forced to apply to his old enemies, the Clericals, for assis- 
tance in carrying out measures desired by the government. He had 
reached " Canossa ". 

In spite of unavoidable immaturity, the little book is well worth 
reading, and in view of the conditions under which it was written, it 
is a quite remarkable production. 

Contemporary France. By Gabriel Hanotaux. Translated from 
the French by E. Sparvel-Bayly. Volume IV., 1877-1882. 
(New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons; London: Archibald Con- 
stable and Company. 1909. Pp. xii, 658.) 

In his concluding volume M. Hanotaux begins with the morrow of 
the dismissal of Jules Simon on May 16, 1877, and ends with the death 
of Gambetta, December 31, 1882. The latter event he regards as mark- 
ing the close of " the heroic age " of the Third Republic. The correct- 
ness of the date may well be challenged. The term " heroic age " is 
appropriate for the period in which the Republicans were forced to 
struggle against tremendous obstacles to bring about the establishment 
of a genuinely Republican regime. But that period ended earlier than 
the death of Gambetta. It was over by the time the Republicans had 
gained control over all departments of the government. It certainly 
should not be made to include the time when miserable personal rivalries 
wrecked the long anticipated and much desired Gambetta administration. 
The mistake seems to have come because the author has been controlled 
by personal interest and literary canons rather than historical considera- 
tions. As in each of the preceding volumes, he has a hero, Gambetta 
in this instance, and he feels impelled to continue the story until the 
disappearance of his hero. 



